
“Folly for one is not folly for all.
It is unpleasant to think of oneself as mad. Others may find 
us crazy, or perceive us as “different”…  Indeed, such was our 
perception of how “others” would react, when we initially 
explained our project that would usher in Maison 
Particulière.
Five years later, are we still just as crazy?
Five years later, we are bringing one cycle to a close and 
venturing on to new shores.
But before we do - after having asked so much of others and 
solicited their share of madness - we must venture forth for 
the very first time and openly reveal works of art from a 
single collection: our own.

And there lies the paradox. We are not so much art collectors 
as we are “art lovers”: our artistic passions, our choices, our 
favorite picks are all  eclectic, diverse, and varied. They reflect 
our guests, who, over the past five years, have shared their 
vision with the public of Maison Particulière: individuals who 
have been “unreasonable” enough not only to acquire art, but 
what is more, to acquire works of art that are difficult to 
show at times, disturbing on occasion, and extraordinary time 
and again. In comparison, we often feel that we have been 
awfully “reasonable.” Nevertheless, folly for one is not folly for 
all. It is chaotic and puzzling. 

With help and encouragement from our entire team, we have 
assembled  a selection,  devoid of  restraint or  taboo,  which
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David Altmejd, The Clock, 2008 - Copyright David Altmejd

extends from our very first to our latest art acquisitions. Some have already been exhibited at Maison Particulière, others not; a few 
have been kept out of our sight for lengthy periods of time, while others are rarely taken down from our walls; then again, a number 
of pieces have never been put on display, even in our home. In fact, therein may lay the extravagance of our purpose: procuring works 
of art, never refraining from any acquisition over the years, and ultimately deciding to open Maison Particulière, a place where any 
“despotism of taste” is banned. Did we ever realize that we were challenging reason?  

In a way, folly is “the extreme limit of wisdom.”* For this reason, this exhibition is called Everybody is crazy, but me. It beckons us to 
journey within our own world. It symbolizes our own “spark of madness.” Because Art is indeed a space where we can expose a hint of 
the passion, excess, and frenzy we hide under our outwardly reasonable appearance.” 

*Jean Cocteau
Myriam and Amaury de Solages 
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